OFFERTORY SENTENCES
Our present life is enabled by certain gifts that arise out of the Advent season where the past and the future meet in the present:  the gift of hope, the gift of encouragement, the gift of joy and the gift of peace.  May God’s Spirit put us in touch with these wonderful gifts during this season of Advent.  Our theme for giving is:


Giving is an act of faith!
Unison
OFFERTORY
                                                                                       Carol Kirchmer

“The First Noel”
traditional, arr. by Jim Brickman
*CHRISTMAS DOXOLOGY
                                            Tune:  O Tannenbaum

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, in every generation.

Praise God, all creatures here below, who gives to us salvation.

Praise God above, ye heavenly host.

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Let all creation praise the Lord with love and adoration.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                          Unison

Father, we believe that Jesus is the best gift at Christmas time.  As we’ve given our tithes and offerings back to You this morning, remind us that all of what we have comes from You as a gift because of Your great love for us.  Bless each gift and each giver, we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
PRESENTATION OF BIBLE
                                          
CONGREGATION
 239 Red Hymnal

“Silent Night”

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
                                                           Rev. Nancy Crowl
*CONGREGATION
                                                                  246 Red Hymnal
“Joy to the World”

*BENEDICTION                                               
Rev. Nancy Crowl, congregation
  

L:
The night is far gone and the day is at hand.
P:
Let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

L:
Behold the coming Light!  Go in peace.
ALL:
Even so, come Lord Jesus!  Amen.   
*POSTLUDE                                                                               
Carol Kirchmer

“Sing We Now of Christmas”       
French Carol
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Announcements





HARVEST OF LOVE:  November 1 through January 1	


Nov. 27	Soup


Dec. 4	Meals in box, can, jar	


Dec. 11  Dry stuff-pasta, beans, rice


Dec. 18	Baking stuff-flour, sugar, etc.


Dec. 25	Everything you forgot and left on the counter the past 8 weeks





CHRISTMAS PARADE:  The 3rd Annual Newton Lion’s Club Christmas Parade of Lights will be December 1, 2011, at 6:30 pm.  The Lion’s Club has invited area churches to help keep Christ in the Christmas parade.  We would like Salem to participate in the Christmas parade in two ways.  We would like for Salem to have a float in the parade as well as to participate in the closing Candlelight Walk (a mass walking group representative of all area congregations, wearing red, white or green, walking with candles and singing Silent Night ).  For the float SUMC has a hay rack pulled by a pickup from Neal Williams, we will need a generator for lights, persons to help decorate (Judy Shifflett will be in charge of decorations), and someone to ride on the float during the parade.  If a SS class, UMW, UMM, youth, or some other church group would be interested in helping with the float, please contact Pastor Nancy or the church office.  If you would please consider walking in the closing Candlelight Walk as an individual or family, please let Pastor Nancy or the church office know.  Help SUMC remind folks of the true meaning of Christmas by participating in the Lion’s Club Christmas Parade on December 1.





NEWTON TREBLE CLEF ANNUAL VESPERS:  All are invited to the Christmas Vespers, Sunday, Dec. 4, at Bethel College Mennonite Church at 3:00 p.m. The program will include Karen Loucks, piano, and Vada Snider, flute, the Treble Clef Chorus, Bethel College Mennonite Church Bell Ensemble, Hearts 4 Him--Men's Ensemble, and Joan Wulf, organ. A free will offering will be taken for the scholarship fund. 
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